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Colorado's Lodgepole Pine

Under Mountain
Pine Beetle Attack

Under a cover of snow the
Colorado forests appear white to the skier
bound to a ski resort for a week of winter
fun on the slopes. Since 1996 the color of
the trees beneath that blanket of white
have been changing from forest green to
red. Colorado's lodgepole pines are being
attached by the mountain pine beetle. 

This infestation has taken on
gigantic proportions. It is predicted that
every mature tree in this species will be
dead within the next three to five years.
The stands of lodgepole pines will grow
back, but it will take generations before
they stand tall in the high forests of the
Rocky Mountains.

An unprecedented combination of
drought and warm winters are being
blamed for this on going attack that is yet
to be controlled. More information about
the plight of the lodgepole pine can be
found at http://csfs.colostate.edu.


